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HOW DO WE DO BATTLE WITH THE BATS?

The subject of bats frequently presents itself at Condamine Veterinary Clinic.

Recently large flocks of Flying Foxes have started to roost along the 
Condamine River and are seen heading south-east from Warwick at dusk 
each evening. (I must still be sleeping when they return the following 
morning.)

The debate of what to 'do' with these mammals is alive and well.  The 
thoughts of many people are that it would be much better if the animals were 
NOT alive and well.

Flying foxes can be smelly and dirty causing damage to our fruit crops and 
now we are aware that they can spread disease.

Flying foxes and microbats can cause Australian Bat Lyssavirus and Hendra 
Virus.

Lyssavirus is related to the rabies virus and has been known to cause 3 
deaths in Australian people.
It requires that the victim is bitten or scratched by an infected bat.  Infected 
bats usually show signs of illness and may be found around houses.
 Rule No. 1: NEVER touch a bat with your bare hands.  When you teach your 
children to avoid snakes, fire etc include bats in your list of things.
Rule No. 2 : Seek immediate advice from your doctor if contact occurs

Hendra Virus can occur when horses come in contact with the body fluids of 
an infected Flying Fox.  If the horse becomes ill it may pass the disease on to 
other horses and it has been identified in 7 people in Australia, 4 of whom 
have died of the disease.
This disease is more complicated but can be prevented by vaccinating 
horses against the virus and by preventing horses from feeding and resting 
under trees where bats may roost. As far as we know you cannot contract 
Hendra virus directly from bats.     (CONTINUED NEXT PAGE  )

PAWS FOR THOUGHT

LETTER FROM LUCKY
(the Editor)

Dear Pet owner and 4 legged-mates,

It seems I am in big trouble for not writing 
to you all last month.  1000 licks to sooth 
your stress. You know how it is too much 
feasting and resting over the Christmas 
holiday period and it just slipped my mind.
I am so pleased that it has rained and filled 
all the dams and rivers around here and it 
is such fun running around now it is grassy 
and green.  Everyone is in a good mood 
but now we are happy for the rain to stop 
for awhile.
This month is Polite Pets Month. So if you 
feel you or your friends have some 
inappropriate behaviour which is ruining 
your life eg barking, weeing where you 
shouldn’t, jumping on who you shouldn’t 
… blah, blah, blah…then now is the time 
to seek some help.
If you aren’t sure whether what you are 
doing is acceptable behaviour my general 
rule is:

“If you have even the smallest thought that 
you might be in trouble for doing 
something eg ‘taking the towels off the 
line’ then you can be sure you are doing 
the wrong thing”  It does not matter how 
brief the thought is once you’ve had that 
thought abandon the activity.

If you find it too hard to just give it up 
then you should get help.  All sorts of 
treats, toys, medications and lessons can 
help you to see the error of your ways and 
to guide you through the jungle of torment 
you might be facing every day.  Maybe 
this is your chance to get those twice a day 
walks back on the agenda.

I know it is not really your fault and that 
your carer probably just does not 
understand the ‘real you’ but we all need 
to take responsibility for our own actions. 
So if you think you might need some help 
put your paw up right now and ring for an 
appointment.

 I’m waiting for your call on 4667 1176
See you all soon

Until next time
Paws truly,
Lucky



 PUPPY PRESCHOOL
 CLASSES EVERY MONTH!!

Call now to book as places are limited!
(ages 8 – 16 weeks)

WEB: condaminev  eterinaryclinic.com.au  

Like us on Facebook!
EMAIL: condamineveterinaryclinic@gmail.com

Don't forget! By referring  
your friends and family to  
us, you will receive a gift  
voucher as a  
thank you for  
your belief in  
our service!

This month we are 
promoting Polite Pet 

Month so if your pet has a  
behavioural issue ie. it  
does the wrong thing,  

barks, eliminates 
inappropriately, is  

anxious and more; come 
and see if we can help 

you out.

Rule No. 3: If you own a horse have it vaccinated for Hendra Virus
Rule No.4 : Seek help if your horse is suddenly ill
Rule No. 5 : Horses are most at risk if they feed and water in areas 
frequented by flying foxes.

Why I think culling is NOT a good idea.
 1. Bats play a vital part in the life of our forests and the ecology of our 
environment.  They are an integral part of our long term survival on this 
planet. Their survival should be protected.
2. These Flying foxes migrate back and forward across Asia and over to 
Northern Africa- there will always be more to replace those that are culled.
3. Killing and maiming these intelligent animals will stress them and may 
make them more susceptible to the diseases we are trying to prevent. 
Shooting is unlikely to be a humane method of animal control.
4. As we spread more and more into our remaining natural environments 
more animals will invade our 'homes' as they have nowhere else to go.  It is 
possible other diseases will show themselves.
5. We are on this earth as part of a greater community this includes other 
people but also other living beings. We need to be able respect all living 
things if the cycle is to go on.
For more information of Hendra Vaccination for horses phone Tias Muurlink 
at the clinic or on 0438 791 804
If you come in contact with a bat immediately contact your GP or Emergency 
Department and contact your Local Public Health Unit on 07 4631 9888, or 
to speak to a Registered Nurse 24 hours a day, call 13 432 584.  If you find 
an injured bat, DO NOT ATTEMPT TO TOUCH IT, and call the RSPCA on 

1300 264 625.

The bats at sunset East Warwick
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